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Abstract

The study of Abu Hilal al-‘Askarl’s contribution to Arabic literary criticism is
important because some scholars have regarded him merely as a compiler and
transmitter of earlier critical views rather than as a figure with original
contributions to the development of classical Arabic criticism. This research aims to
reassess Abu Hilal al-‘Askart’s position and to explain the nature of his contribution
to Arabic literary criticism, particularly through his major work, Kitab al-Sina‘atayn.
This study employs a descriptive-analytical method, supported by a historical-
critical approach and textual analysis of the ideas, structure, and literary examples
presented in al-Sina‘atayn. The findings show that Abu Hilal did not merely collect
the opinions of previous critics, but also organized, classified, explained, and
enriched critical and rhetorical materials with strong aesthetic sensitivity and
linguistic insight. His work played an important role in clarifying rhetorical
concepts, establishing standards for evaluating textual beauty, and guiding readers
and writers in understanding the quality of literary expression. Thus, Abu Hilal al-
‘Askar1 deserves to be positioned as an important link in the development of
classical Arabic literary criticism, as his contribution connects earlier critical
traditions with a more systematic form of rhetorical inquiry.

Keywords : Arabic Literary Criticism, Abu Hilal Al-‘Askari, Kitab Al-Sina‘atayn,
Rhetoric, Classical Criticism

Al-Jawhar, Journal of Arabic Language, Volume 3 (No.1), 2025 80



Abu Hilal al-‘Askari and His Contributions
to the Field of Arabic Criticism

dadal

5l o d S B i Bl e aall B 3 el Sl o
gl 8ylaell a3l & Seeal) Agh) S5 e asle Ll SR s gt o Sy g
Bl 5ladl LV ay gl SIS (3 s el oogby iyl gLt plel 2wy
Mo b g oy (WAL b B e B dese b el L ey e b S
dle 3 oy G dl) LBl Oploiey lls cain) e Ly 15 5 4 3456 D6 AISIL 3l
o Sl 4 wdy S e — (gl Lad — Mg (el O3V e Leidas lglay conYly 1ad)
& orre claally W Jldlly Slslally canlal ) OLasY) OY (38 B 453 Wil lany AL g
Bk Yeed copald e e lag a6 st ST oY1 S ISy s IS e a1 ST g
Mo whedl sV 85 e Lo pund) 3 endl Y 83 il L) e ol (Lo
ool Sl (el elal) Gilasd lpadl i e e (8 JE Joe e s
Sa OF J3Y mo Va5l ool o e il ) il sy anlio ol S & ag ¢ Al
oI ool me bl e Y e STy ool S o el by alis

aosai oo dainad OF (st Uy (Lo W) o 2,8 Y sy 13Y1 uadl lieg
e Vs gy S e 506 Lgdany Jladly 353 LznS B iy ol BT s gl
a5l O Uy S gl SV by Ol sE gy ot LSy Lals JSTOT s oS
ealis oo Lo oY ke Bel3 op s 5 ) conle Lol A sty Wil el
Ll baslisg W5 e dillate At 055 sl ke IO S& aai 2us] aplieg

Bpaied S35 Oy ok o ST silly (S gy el duls Of )l
(S5 Farte b Slaaseill oda e Baasid SOV duls o gt b Olaasidd) oda e
OF LS cluhldl el cdkessT 3] > ade 2 Leadb e Sle cdb SIS asgez o
o Al oV ol caslall Cilasd sty sl e aodlinal ol b Lgae b
Aatag 15 0 B idlly oY1 3 e 5 55k 3 plem Y Ll 0db (S o5 e
.L-Q,JT@

Ladly M) epyld ASTly aladl Ll o) sl Jglst e ISl 21l bgno 3y
oda Jramiy Lgnuloy ko) (o b bl a S Y Al odny ity Jusb Legiyb OY
DL 13 Bieally 223101 Bhoaddl et ae i S pll L dol ) al OF bkl

Al-Jawhar, Journal of Arabic Language, Volume 3 (No.1), 2025

A



Abu Hilal al-‘Askari and His Contributions
to the Field of Arabic Criticism

e oo Lo IS dop doaledl (3 anss dgy (813 a5 bokadl oda (3 i) S oda
ACTHIN 2 ool Lot s sl o et a5 QL s & il

Al boladly o) W Lo 5 S7l S0 hie asis ST W] dnlps e LY OV
oMy Al bslaly plal) JSI) Ll azmb e stidly VU IR LT 8 0SS el
SAN 3 cusle g aidly 20 Slaaseal e feasd ol M (3 O Wy cAdeadd)
(Sondl il

A ol

slae wo @il U bl -tiog Bl jamy caidi- gl medll auhll ods i
sV palall auls o 5 (Ko et sa ol g 2SS 2 Ll 3 o
Jols aals Jo s SUL e B L opeliall alsy oSl e o ikl 251
adlal) or My (SIS sl Slaag copeliall I LY ol 5els S5 3 L (36
2l oy oYUy oS e gl alall slasaanl @ LS a0l aadly 283U sl
A Sl sy IS T gl )

ddery Eo Ul sk S ol Jlodly o) S e sl UL LS ol
Aol wid pild) 3G WL Lesjling (IO G oye gl 2s) alea¥ly LYy woalil
oy clegogl) Ciial (bW a1l SV e g I Lol o)) ¢ aileloss
lall els je Lgie il ¢ DUl ado Lol (odlsaaly (il Sl sl =
Baally ezl LS Gl sl s 385 Oleia) 2585 &1 j3lias 3ae 0 Slaglal) 1)l (6T
B8 opeliall o S ae gsasll Al ols SIS gl ) Jleel mn fais
Pl e (of Qasgin Comdl aise 055y . IMa Y Nty ST Y1 o) 550 s,
555k 23S0y alally LU ¢ 2l

A3l Al

id

Aty BN gyl & g St Dl 4 BISS

o A e sl Mopslial) ol Loty Wi P e e o] B el
sbde Jad ()l 28MUlg axLadl (3 b @l oS 3 o)l () Al el co L

s el ol Ol Loags Mgl 3 ginr (3 Lo 1830 > ko s 0187 0T e 3L

AVAAT AV T A ¥ b ol 1S 0 ol de s[5 Lmaliey clapslaey (g6 dg el 25U

Al-Jawhar, Journal of Arabic Language, Volume 3 (No.1), 2025

82



Abu Hilal al-‘Askari and His Contributions
to the Field of Arabic Criticism
odn el 8 BN (3 Opdlll oladly (oKl UMb Y anglain pe GBS (LgiMas
3 ol Lalll 3 05 Lugly sl Lgiliza) ol (3 15085 260U) il gnge ol Ul s Iglaned
S e ol ST aag Ma S g e LS S 5T IS 5T 2dST1 8 o sl
o oop sl pliey Dol SISV casgy ooV cdle g aagll aalally B
RS
WOl eom e W ol el s af (3 oSS Mimeliall” ST 0 0T ()
A I3 U ey S sty adess T gl ol Sl o s ) 4 e IS
OLAN el Y @S 0T A LSy 2yl suidall deds 9 A Bl () romld el
G O S s e oY1 el sty Lilss mis (Y TR el Sl el ogdy
2V el (o e IS 4 ame alST (3 4SO Sy ccnmy S e 1sie S
Gl ad) SU Gols ae 065 e deliny () o w0 plaaxa VL of AL clon
T O els Joall b ) aib eedz o debey — IDa LT (5 LaST— 2201 Wle OF i g
Tl @Y s e L
OyelSlly Sl P 5
Brybag copalSl e Ly 2O Gl Rl e 132 S Gl (3 Ole e ad
el ey AJa) 2o Yy Jodlll el e B AR g el iy Ll LY
el e slezeVly sVl dalgadl e JYEY) we B3l sasldl e oty (roal)
ol gy IS et (S (3 Rkl sl ey dagdy Slaby LA e il
Y o Lo e sn el OTAN el Ty Yol odn 20801 2yl sasy L. iels)p amid
SO s Ly A1 daldlly WLanlly
STNPRA/RNS US| VRS TC. PR F TR I WIN IS VR [ WU e WA
Golll Jo 25V gsidl & slazeVly pLesVly aelsdlly copladl o JMBYI me Tasip T8 200
23V Sl gy L olaladly adled) Slanddll e slaxe¥l e ST Lt 2l ¢ 54
L L loms ) e o iy W) ol 25 (IS 0 ) sl o ey

OF 4 Wb iyl o)l iy pws Sl (3 M) o BLsY) 087 L Ly .(")‘;SJ Lo Loof

AT 5o ¥ b gl 4V A VAN o ailb (sas [5 Baidly 280 alieg (s Sl JYa yj‘
AT r AN ETE N D sl el 2 VY o el )l it 5 Jsd T
21290 G O e dpall asd) A o Job) ol [5 oVl 20Ul sl (3 ad el ¢ Ll

R féj;v wi/; LA G.AL:.» °

Al-Jawhar, Journal of Arabic Language, Volume 3 (No.1), 2025 83



Abu Hilal al-‘Askari and His Contributions
to the Field of Arabic Criticism

Gl Ve GTA el ey O ol Sddl e ( B o) (3 e Hlin
RS PRERE L O RPN

SN gl o ol e dnpe (o L8

=3 Oly codiiy 3V auls (3 el 2 Ve LT O BLb (oo S 53
s ) o 3aaH sds s e ) B OV LT 0L G e & ende e 00
Cskaly (ol ogrgy 9adl e o dozey 15 OV B 3 agerde e 258 oL
ARNRVERERAY

a0 LT O olimd W3S (ASUN e iy L il ST 5T oS (3 ad STy
o B e Lty i @ pLsY) iy saelll aa D U 0)" tdehd sl an,ul)
S ey OF S e 05 4 e Db Bl slesnaVly Jtad) 3 Gy cabyiz
o IS 8l JsVly @ psadl Lod it G a8 e LS Vs el
NSRRI

o 3 ¥ bl Ll ol of amy apie of ) adlS™ 3 sas f Ls Ll el
Bpe e S LT 0) ohage (T, ) U ol ST Gy Lablin ™ 3 S sl
(el 536 e § S LT 0T S35y sle wf V) els e Jd oS ASTE meg el
b iy Y Akl JSs o alx 1y

iVl aspl Ale Bgly desly ad el "cueliall” LS O 1l ol pds dzilss
w299 (I gl il (mllall ol Gl meliall” OS™ O (g)fy cuilaly 29 el e
STy bty Laad 2uo¥l dalesdl o ST6 (Y1 Joadl (3 Lajls gy bl g Bl ad
A sl el adile Lo dezely catltal jlas) ey cCagpadl cadly (o SO OTA)
D Y L S Sl Coads 5T LT calas (315685 sl Vg Tels Lol OISG cla sy
Bgall pslall Aaby Gex ah el alS” Jeb g Ty O G celidly Oliad) OY o
SIS s iy B lly galll plall Bk Jeo Lile Wghoy 885 & aidby cae 2l
B g0 T U8 oy Y Lalsally 390 oy AT ST e e 0yg Ly (b asly (sl
Bl Ls — 4l Sl il LYy cipls¥ o a7 04 ade b ISP s
) gy 3 4 S 15 Lozl O el "oedly OL" B Lh) ST e (SO —

N Lo Blb e /5 Badly AW anpling (6 el JSa o
AT e Bl e /3 1l LEM) ey ¢ Sl JVa of ¥

AYY o o el [5 g abian

A

Al-Jawhar, Journal of Arabic Language, Volume 3 (No.1), 2025

84



Abu Hilal al-‘Askari and His Contributions
to the Field of Arabic Criticism
B YL et Y dslas & Bt By ol DS 3 it sl o desad QS
Ol (3 Bt S 01 e pSY g el ol 2" Ve S hiadlly
5o el o Jall mly ol ) 25lsly Gl e sy () A8l (52 b oy el
ARUPYENR] ol
B3led cuply o) 3 ) Y 2348 omelial) CUSS g - ()l Led - Iy
sazi Yo Ol Ol bods (it Jgaed ) dende OlpVly Olal L dsjse delal)
pars daldl W pe ) el dal Uy oy O e K2 B W e ol
RN o e 5V OV AV L ey Ly G
"opsladdl” 4SS e 4l e
By (alll sy adll aer a Fle Lals Tade bnd oSl s o 28
oL B iy (alall Eslyy @Yl balsad (omn OF 093 a8 Ly & send b Jlaby
Bhes (3 e @) Jalsally comsly T AU e oy g slatl) AN Wl ) e o
by (LAl s Slgy adl sda e IV g dw ab b Taed e OIS gy B15 gl
@ 25U sy Yl Sl (3 Jaby B3l ) Easlyn wxal (bl il e L U3
DV ST S 33 BN VY Uinl ol LS (3labl sl znly ¢k
Dl oo & s G o s ol amsdly S o) 1) OF Bl (3 ald
s
09u3lig Joa yj
P UST ")) Sy Jols L}.T Al gy i bl sie gl 3 aS
DS g o ) SG dg bt e SBL O el 4SO i 0) -
Bl cCgd) e )" S e il Ol S iy b ga;ft, il oda
b IV ool sme 300 4y catlh o ST e mad) ey (ol sl o caleay
Copg LY e eVl Jpmb 3 sy 53 s V] b s Y s 33

Cran \ YY) e BLb @k [3 Adidly 1N anling Sl JMa of

[5 ol o) OR1 g B 0 e ol die V) B w6 Ll Bl VA o el ks[5 il 3
AVAAY 2 V8 T b O g BE s Yoo o s Olus)

et o sl pile =l gy sil sl

AYY o dedl mots [5 Jsi 3

Yoo o phe Ol [5 oW a7

Al-Jawhar, Journal of Arabic Language, Volume 3 (No.1), 2025 85



Abu Hilal al-‘Askari and His Contributions
to the Field of Arabic Criticism
Fb @ B s 4 omeliall! Ol O Labsgs s 3 Lo le Olus] oS0l
RURIS HIW AN I KW ESS W PR WS YR
OF ly s ltis sy I Gf e ds T el e S0 OY sslzd) Vs T
@l L 5 1S Ik OF Lo g (s Ul 1 e (o) W15 ool (651 lSCia ola
ST ot )86 s Gl o iy V) W15 S e ST e ol il sl e s e
i) LS o eV oY) (3 e ol 2l ol (3ad Ugs sl i
son ST OF o caiilur ol )lag i aly cond e 1B 05 IO LT 0T )13 e
sVl wBldy A anlie ST 3 e el ) BB Wiy e 1260, cazedy pla oo
eadly ol s Lroy ¢ BV s Bl 36 i ol ol IS 56 (i) 5wy
2SU 3 ikl W kg S5 e Gl L U Lol glis) Lay caiel iy wisly o3y (a8
U8l gy S Uik LS a0
O3 Ayl o ol Lo e oy oY1 LapSTe 3 el Lo gl pslally oyl sy
oda 3y Jur Loy Loy lelS abile LS e Y o by OF Ly 147 015 BLIy e
Joes AL odn (3 s Jats Sy 0 migmal) oo SIS0Vl gl bee rnas JUH
AUl e dagll BLEd) e dsgas
Jeod wlib" g (o bol) "ol OLI" il e ade 2Ll CSO) ST I3 5 U1 L
oY sl et g bl Y Ty i Y Tebandly ol g bl Y Tslaid
o ants ) "L 5 (s L ) sl ' sl LD
Oy e by g OF pllanaly (Olaaly amod 3el3 6V oda S IO of T3 on i
grosh (3 O ol Opdlsll Al () mgd) 2B o e O elome cCme 98 Lo L iz
Aol 4" 3 By el Ofy (ol eds jams OF Joa 5if pllaialy ) lpe 5
by el OVl e lld) ST sz saw OF (Ko @) Topeliall” ol
oo ol Bl aldl s sy Oy (I3 oF Cndl e il Oy (il (3 pemalis
s ad ag 4V Sl S ol e ol OLSG spg OF syl S
Sk S oy oWz G adgh Gy asdl anls @ HSEYly o)l
5 oS 0B e ey Toamy e mle o "ol S gz sy, 3
ausdy aaas slefy lelyy SIS Llagul dadly 20U Jlg (3 o3 (S L S o

Lades Loy VY o BLb (59 /5 Btidly 21 avling (6 Sl IS ol ¢ Jast '
NE VY o 8L e /5 Rtadly B anliey (o Sal) Jéa i ¢ Jast

Al-Jawhar, Journal of Arabic Language, Volume 3 (No.1), 2025 86



Abu Hilal al-‘Askari and His Contributions

to the Field of Arabic Criticism
S5 e Tgee G5 (3 lee ST L e 31l OUS™ (3 s 35 Y §ypenr ddoialy
ey ol olaidly Cupl) 28 e s VT e ity TSNl B e o
Aot S ey oy Gl s e i ST 3 ol & ey e o8] U 3
ooy Do Y et W g pilaall o psaie G5 Uy gl sy cibd o)
W dgr s oty T e e LS oY g s L

i) Lladlly o 283 Lladl) of s dl Gl Jjes Llazal 225U Lol oSS 0) Ly

Coty (DS e S laall Sl G2 by seene CLSI 3 S S 0T e
gl mog (sl 03N (3 AR e ) JLas A Ak o ol lael Sk
SN A e 2 Lkl 355 0Bl O (3 Ry (U 0 3 gl
Crled) JSST I il psb s (3 Sl LS Momeliall” ol a3 (3 s
d) gt b pady L Joads ] gt b faby alesd) e 800 by oaely

Jols u.g/.?-:}“ o J.i;j\ L}L R st 0)93 u.ig ("b cg.,\g.;\.:g Ji CL?;.. L g..JJ.Aj cuacénb"
.(W)Jraj

YA)

s VB i ey e LT 0T S5 e gt B T el S e e LY
ey dmdt e Lol LS T T Y] sty o1 e 3 e B 55001 OLs e
Wiz Blga V) Y] o Mty L Gpdll s gy el o 1> 53 Ups el L
IO LT 0 aiibly Lagy § it 36 Jlr Y Tlor Tagsr Wb I 2 (BLil3ey (laa)
o plly ol Tels s o OIS () Jle Gody oo Al catltal Ll ]
osadl o gt sk AlS Ve sl e dal (O (3 aeeily Ty et 20Y1 230
LS ag Lo g il ol Laly slad)l oludady it o Sy ciynlly 3ail
B S Jl p a3 3 opdy cad BLoYly SV e Jei dale LS
09 1
Lo s

o b L) S Y B0 52 oSG L e Sl IDa ol OF ol s wils jgls
B Gy o G el Al N5 e SIS el i) ks 8 Uys2 Ty9s

At ol ste e 5 28l @Y s

Ao e ke e [5 a3y V) a : ks

Yt Rl delll) ae iad (FY L o e B [5 oWy 8l (3 B gty copall s mgild )
ANA o el it 5 Jsil

Al-Jawhar, Journal of Arabic Language, Volume 3 (No.1), 2025 87



Abu Hilal al-‘Askari and His Contributions
to the Field of Arabic Criticism

bl ad 3 LS b Wy sV angyy AL Gy Bjlse Beade AR ke B0l
Jsadl OF aul,dl @ bl LS (opililly LoV ) Boldl aSe a5 3l jogaid) aJLd
o5 ety i amg Wl uSh L ¢ iy oIS el U o) s Boesly 205Y)
20y il ol alaaVU og SU5 o 3lyy aaddll 3 By bl 2l alelY)
Jelondl gin plasaanly i dl Slalas by 86 S dlins &5 janad xe a0 2y
Bldtes Sbjlis 3 Eoudl s Jaraly AW L) ) aadl— 2,y i)
SIS i) C Il oM aypnd Gadda gl oSy bl @) A Slomgin O
OF S8 il Ofy cdid 05 aeddll (3 830d) o) Blal O g Lo cidaall Blikas,s

NP B OOV £ W[ WS IR AU W WS URCH MRV Iy O

e

Goedl el O 2 G OA) e ol e 3V WS mb). VAAY) L le
L s 10k (g (7 dnl(

Bl dpall dedl :ae Al O3Vl AWy sl 3 s malie). Va80) LT (L
oS

L s 3L (¥ dedl( iy A anwlieg Sl D olL). @) Lo wild
RIS (ENPA

(Y Al crgd) ol B (Lo gl W Zle). VAAT) L (erlbdl
LY A s 1ol e

) 8 e @l () Akl 58 3). YY) L e

Ppan AU (7 Ankli( Lemalieg Layslasy b dgal 20U1). 14971) L L k)

Ay astlll as it as AW Ol dis ). Yo g) e e

Al-Jawhar, Journal of Arabic Language, Volume 3 (No.1), 2025 88



